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to an attempt to compress a great deal in a small space. It will have its
uses in training schools as a book for reading to supplement lectures and

bedside instruction.

Serology of Nervous and Mental Diseases. By D. M. KAPLAN, M. D.,
Director of Clinical and Research Laboratories of the Neurology

Institute, New York City. (Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saun-

ders Company, 1914.)

This timely work by Dr. Kaplan is a volume of some two hundred and
sixty-three pages of text, to which are added seventy-one pages giving the
literature of the subject and an index of twelve pages.

The book is divided into four parts. Part one, Technology, gives a brief

statement of the history of lumbar puncture, an account of the anatomy
and physiology of the structures involved in the procedure and then the
indications and contraindications for the operation, the preparation of the
patient, the technic of lumbar puncture, the phenomena attending it, the

after care of the patient and the disposal of the fluid obtained. Then
follow several pages devoted to general considerations of the spinal fluid,
its physical properties, chemical characteristics, cytology, with methods of
cell counting and interpretation of results. Serology is next considered,
with an account of the modifications of the Wassermann reaction, controls
and their significance, and the performance of the Wassermann reaction.

Part two treats of the serology of nervous and mental diseases of non-
luetic etiology. Part three of the serology of nervous and mental dis-
eases of luetic origin, and part four of the therapeutic use of salvarsan.
The author clearly believes in approaching every case with an open mind,
and therefore says that “in submitting a serum for analysis it is important,
in order to obtain an unbiased opinion from the laboratory, to withhold
the clinical findings in the case.” He advises all who wish to engage in
experimental work to reject all information that might interfere with an

unbiased and reliable conclusion.
Throughout the work the directions are most carefully given and the

author does not hesitate to withhold judgment as to certain findings or
deductions of others where those do not correspond with his own observa-
tions or do not appear to be based upon sufficient or satisfactory observation.
For example, he does not appear to regard the colloidal gold reaction of
as general application in distinguishing different forms of cerebral lues
as do some observers.

The work is of such a character that only a more extended review than

space or time permits will do it justice. It will, we predict, find a ready

welcome in clinical laboratories and among clinicians as well as laboratory

workers. The work shows painstaking care in its preparation, is clear and
precise in its directions and bears the stamp of a conscientious observer.
The preparation of the book in clearness of type and illustration reflects
credit upon the publisher. But few proof errors have met our notice.
Korsakoff on page iz� is Korsakow on page 110. Clue is evidently the
word meant by “cue” on page 130.




